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HARMONY CHAMPIONS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: I am 
pleased to update the house on the Harmony Champions program, a new multicultural initiative I launched in 
December last year. The program, which comprises three components, is an opportunity to recognise the 
significant achievements and efforts of volunteers involved in associations and organisations that represent or 
provide services to Western Australia’s culturally diverse communities. I would like to inform members that the 
grants component of the program has been determined, and I am very happy to report that a total of 55 culturally 
and linguistically diverse organisations and associations have been awarded grants totalling $27 500. As 
members may remember, the Harmony Champions program grants give associations and organisations the 
opportunity to say “thank you” to those who volunteer their time to help create strong community groups and 
advance multicultural inclusiveness and participation. I was very pleased to see so many diverse organisations 
apply for the grants so that they could honour the people who work so hard for their organisations and ultimately 
enhance community harmony. 

The $500 grants to help with event or activity costs were awarded to groups including Bulgarian Association 
“Rodina” Inc, Damayang Filipino, Haaka Association of Western Australia Inc and the Kuku community, and to 
organisations including Ishar Multicultural Women’s Health Centre, Australian Red Cross and Carers WA, 
which run programs for culturally and linguistically diverse communities using volunteers. Many of the events 
or activities to thank volunteers will be held in the lead-up to, or during, Harmony Week 2014, which will take 
place between 15 and 21 March. One such event is the Harmony Day football match between East Fremantle 
Sharks and West Perth Falcons at East Fremantle Oval on Saturday, 22 March commencing at 9.00 am with a 
Colts game. There will be plenty of activities during the day, with a reserves game at 11.25 am and the league 
game commencing at 2.05 pm. This event is being organised in conjunction with a number of multicultural 
groups, including the Chung Wah Association and the Indian Society of Western Australia. These groups will be 
organising food stalls and cultural performances, and for many of their members it will be the first time that they 
have attended an Australian Rules footy match. This is being done in association with a program to encourage 
new migrants to take up footy and other sports. 

Work on the other two components of the Harmony Champions program is well underway. These include a state 
government recognition event for nominated volunteers, to be held during Harmony Week, and an online honour 
roll on the Office of Multicultural Interests’ website, on which the names of the Harmony Champions will be 
displayed. 
 


	HARMONY CHAMPIONS PROGRAM
	Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests


